Poor prognosis of prethymic phenotype acute lymphoblastic leukemia (pre-T-ALL).
Pre-T-ALL is an important subgroup of ALL with clinical features different from adult T-ALL. Expression of intracytoplasmic CD3 represents the earliest marker for the prethymic phenotype. We studied four consecutive adult patients with this phenotype. Three of the four patients did not respond to the induction chemotherapy with vincristine, daunorubicin, prednisone and asparaginase. They reached a delayed remission only after chemotherapy with cyclophosphamide and cytosine arabinoside. All four patients relapsed 3, 9, 10 and 13 months after diagnosis. One patient died 2 months after relapse, another one 2 months after allogeneic BMT performed in second relapse. We conclude that patients with early T-cell precursor leukemia do not respond adequately to conventional chemotherapy and should be considered as a high-risk subgroup within the T-lineage ALL.